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who won the american revolution crash course us history #7 explores the outcome of one of the most
pivotal conflicts in American history. This article delves into the victor of the American Revolution,
examining the forces, strategies, and events that determined the war’s conclusion. By analyzing the roles of
both the American colonists and the British Empire, the discussion provides a comprehensive
understanding of who ultimately prevailed. The content also connects to the educational resource “Crash
Course US History #7,” which offers a concise yet detailed overview of the revolution’s key moments. This
article will cover the background of the conflict, the major battles, the turning points, and the aftermath
that shaped the future of the United States and the world. The following sections will detail the critical
elements involved in the resolution of the American Revolution, shedding light on the historical
significance of its outcome.
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Background of the American Revolution
The American Revolution was a colonial revolt that took place between 1765 and 1783. It arose from
growing tensions between residents of Great Britain’s thirteen North American colonies and the colonial
government, which represented the British crown. The conflict was rooted in issues such as taxation
without representation, restrictions on colonial trade, and the desire for self-governance. This background
sets the stage for understanding who won the American Revolution Crash Course US History #7 highlights
by tracing the causes that led to open warfare in 1775. The revolution fundamentally challenged the
British monarchy’s authority over its colonies and ignited a struggle for independence.



Causes Leading to War
Several key policies imposed by Britain inflamed colonial dissent. These included the Stamp Act,
Townshend Acts, and the Intolerable Acts, which many colonists viewed as unjust and oppressive. The
slogan “No taxation without representation” encapsulated the colonial demand for political inclusion.
Resistance took many forms, from peaceful protests and boycotts to violent clashes like the Boston Massacre.
These escalating conflicts made outright revolution increasingly likely.

The Declaration of Independence
In 1776, the colonies formally declared their independence from Britain through the Declaration of
Independence, primarily authored by Thomas Jefferson. This document articulated the colonies’ grievances
and their right to self-rule, marking the official start of the United States as a separate entity. The
declaration galvanized colonial support and solidified the ideological foundation for the revolutionary cause.

Key Players and Forces Involved
Understanding who won the American Revolution Crash Course US History #7 emphasizes the
importance of the main actors on both sides. The war involved complex military and political dynamics,
with various groups and leaders playing critical roles.

The Continental Army
Led by General George Washington, the Continental Army was the primary military force fighting for
American independence. Despite facing numerous challenges such as lack of resources, training, and
consistent funding, the army persisted through determination and strategic alliances. The Continental
Army symbolized the colonists’ commitment to winning their freedom and demonstrated resilience in the
face of adversity.

The British Forces
The British military was one of the most powerful in the world at the time, consisting of well-trained
soldiers and a formidable navy. Commanders like General Cornwallis led British troops in an effort to
suppress the rebellion and maintain British control over the colonies. However, Britain’s underestimation of
colonial resolve and logistical difficulties across the Atlantic Ocean complicated their efforts.



Alliances and Foreign Support
Foreign alliances were instrumental in determining who won the American Revolution Crash Course US
History #7 examines. France, motivated by rivalry with Britain, allied with the American colonies in 1778,
providing crucial military and financial assistance. Spain and the Netherlands also supported the American
cause indirectly. This international support was a significant factor that shifted the balance of power in
favor of the colonists.

Major Battles and Turning Points
The American Revolution featured numerous battles that influenced the war’s outcome. Understanding
these engagements is vital to grasping how the colonists ultimately secured victory.

The Battle of Saratoga
The Battle of Saratoga in 1777 is often cited as a turning point in the revolution. The American victory
convinced France to enter the war as an ally of the colonies, providing much-needed military support. This
battle demonstrated the viability of the American cause and boosted morale among revolutionaries.

The Siege of Yorktown
The Siege of Yorktown in 1781 was the decisive battle that effectively ended major combat operations.
American and French forces, under the leadership of George Washington and French General
Rochambeau, trapped British General Cornwallis’s army. Cornwallis’s surrender marked the collapse of
British efforts to regain control over the colonies and paved the way for peace negotiations.

Other Significant Engagements

The Battle of Bunker Hill – Early demonstration of colonial tenacity despite a British tactical victory.

The Winter at Valley Forge – A difficult time that showcased the Continental Army’s perseverance
and improved training.

The Battle of Trenton – A surprise attack that reinvigorated American forces.



The Outcome: Who Won the Revolution?
The question of who won the American Revolution Crash Course US History #7 explicitly answers is that
the American colonists emerged victorious. Despite formidable opposition from the British Empire, the
colonies achieved independence and established the United States of America. This victory was the result
of military strategy, international alliances, and the enduring spirit of the revolutionary cause.

The Treaty of Paris 1783
The formal conclusion of the war came with the Treaty of Paris in 1783. This treaty recognized American
independence and established territorial boundaries favorable to the United States. Britain agreed to
withdraw its troops, and the new nation gained sovereignty over land east of the Mississippi River, north
of Florida, and south of Canada. The treaty solidified the American victory diplomatically and legally.

Factors Contributing to American Victory

Strategic leadership by figures such as George Washington.1.

Effective use of guerrilla tactics and knowledge of local terrain.2.

Strong ideological commitment to liberty and self-rule.3.

Critical foreign assistance, especially from France.4.

British logistical challenges and overstretched military resources.5.

Impact and Legacy of the Victory
The victory in the American Revolution had profound consequences for the United States and the world.
It marked the birth of a new nation founded on principles of democracy and individual rights. The success
of the revolution inspired other independence movements globally and reshaped global politics.

Creation of a New Nation
Following the war, the United States faced the task of nation-building. The victory allowed for the drafting
of the Constitution, which established the framework for the federal government and enshrined citizens’
rights. The American Revolution set a precedent for constitutional democracy and republicanism.



Global Influence
The American Revolution’s success influenced revolutions in France, Latin America, and beyond. It
demonstrated that colonial subjects could overthrow imperial powers and institute self-governance. The
ideas of liberty and equality championed during the revolution continue to resonate in modern political
thought.

Ongoing Historical Significance
Understanding who won the American Revolution Crash Course US History #7 illuminates the enduring
importance of this conflict. The revolution remains a foundational event in American identity and a symbol
of the struggle for freedom against oppression.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who won the American Revolution as explained in Crash Course US
History #7?
The American colonists won the American Revolution, gaining independence from British rule.

What were the main reasons the Americans won the Revolution
according to Crash Course US History #7?
The Americans won due to factors like home-field advantage, strong leadership, foreign alliances, and
British overconfidence.

How did foreign alliances contribute to the American victory in the
Revolution?
Alliances, especially with France, provided crucial military support, supplies, and naval power that helped
the Americans defeat the British.

Who were some key leaders mentioned in Crash Course US History #7
who helped the Americans win?
Key leaders included George Washington, who commanded the Continental Army, and figures like
Benjamin Franklin who secured foreign support.



What role did the British military strategy play in their defeat?
The British had logistical challenges, underestimated the colonists’ resolve, and struggled with unfamiliar
terrain, all contributing to their defeat.

How did the geography of the colonies advantage the American forces?
The vast and varied terrain made it difficult for British forces to control the area and allowed American
forces to use guerrilla tactics effectively.

What impact did the American Revolution victory have on the future
United States?
The victory led to the establishment of an independent nation and set the foundation for the United States'
government and democratic principles.

Did Crash Course US History #7 mention any specific battles that were
turning points in the American Revolution?
Yes, battles like Saratoga were highlighted as turning points that boosted American morale and secured
French support.

Additional Resources
1. 1776 by David McCullough
This book provides a detailed narrative of the pivotal year in the American Revolution, focusing on the
struggles and triumphs of George Washington and the Continental Army. McCullough offers vivid
descriptions of the battles, leadership decisions, and hardships faced by the revolutionaries. It is a compelling
account of how the American forces managed to win their independence against the odds.

2. The American Revolution: A History by Gordon S. Wood
Gordon Wood presents a concise and insightful overview of the American Revolution, exploring the
political, social, and military aspects of the conflict. The book examines the causes of the revolution, the key
battles, and the consequences for the new nation. Wood’s analysis helps readers understand why the
revolution was successful and how it shaped American identity.

3. Washington’s Crossing by David Hackett Fischer
Fischer’s work focuses on one of the most famous moments of the American Revolution: George
Washington’s daring crossing of the Delaware River and the subsequent Battle of Trenton. The book offers
a richly detailed narrative that highlights the strategic brilliance and determination that contributed to the
American victory. It also delves into the broader military campaign of the revolutionary forces.



4. Liberty’s Exiles: American Loyalists in the Revolutionary World by Maya Jasanoff
This book explores the perspective of the Loyalists, American colonists who remained loyal to the British
Crown during the Revolution. Jasanoff traces their fates after the war and the impact they had on the
broader British Empire. The book adds depth to the understanding of the American Revolution by
showing that victory was complex and multifaceted.

5. The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution by Bernard Bailyn
Bailyn examines the ideas and political philosophies that fueled the revolutionary movement. He argues
that the revolution was driven by a complex set of beliefs about liberty, governance, and rights. This book
provides context for why the colonists fought and ultimately won their independence.

6. American Revolutions: A Continental History, 1750-1804 by Alan Taylor
Taylor offers a broad perspective on the American Revolution, situating it within the larger context of the
Atlantic world. The book covers the conflict’s impact on various groups, including Native Americans,
African Americans, and European powers. It highlights how the revolution’s outcome was influenced by
diverse factors beyond traditional battlefield victories.

7. Revolutionary Mothers: Women in the Struggle for America’s Independence by Carol Berkin
This book sheds light on the vital roles women played during the American Revolution, from managing
homes and businesses to supporting the war effort directly. Berkin argues that understanding these
contributions is essential to grasping the full story of how the revolution was won. The narrative enriches
the traditional military and political history with gendered perspectives.

8. Paul Revere’s Ride by David Hackett Fischer
Fischer recounts the famous midnight ride of Paul Revere and its significance in the opening stages of the
American Revolution. The book explores how communication and intelligence were critical to the colonial
victory. It also dispels myths and provides a nuanced look at this iconic event.

9. The Glorious Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-1789 by Robert Middlekauff
Middlekauff provides a comprehensive history of the American Revolution, from its roots in colonial
unrest to the establishment of the new republic. The book covers military campaigns, political debates, and
the social changes that accompanied the revolution. It is a thorough resource for understanding how the
American colonies achieved independence and won the war.
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