
who wrote the book of jubilees
who wrote the book of jubilees is a question that has intrigued scholars,
theologians, and historians for centuries. The Book of Jubilees, often
referred to as the Lesser Genesis, is an ancient Jewish religious text that
retells much of the material found in the Book of Genesis and parts of
Exodus. It offers a unique chronological framework and additional details
that are not present in the canonical texts. Understanding who authored this
work involves exploring its historical context, linguistic features,
theological perspectives, and the manuscript evidence. This article will
provide a comprehensive examination of the authorship, origin, and
significance of the Book of Jubilees, shedding light on its place within
Jewish religious literature and its impact on later traditions.

Overview and Historical Context of the Book of Jubilees

Authorship Theories of the Book of Jubilees

Language and Composition Analysis

Theological and Literary Characteristics

Manuscripts and Textual Transmission

Significance and Influence of the Book of Jubilees

Overview and Historical Context of the Book of
Jubilees
The Book of Jubilees is an ancient Jewish text that dates back to the Second
Temple period, approximately the 2nd century BCE. It is considered part of
the pseudepigrapha, a collection of writings attributed to biblical figures
but not included in the canonical Jewish or Christian scriptures. The text
provides a retelling of biblical history from the creation of the world to
the giving of the Law at Sinai, structured around a system of jubilees, or
49-year cycles, which explains the origin of various laws and customs.

This work is significant for its detailed chronology and legal
interpretations, which reflect the concerns and beliefs of Jewish sects in
the late Second Temple era. It offers insights into Jewish thought during a
time of religious and political upheaval, bridging older biblical traditions
with emerging sectarian views.



Authorship Theories of the Book of Jubilees
Determining who wrote the Book of Jubilees is challenging because the text
itself does not explicitly name its author. Scholars generally agree that the
book was composed by an unknown Jewish author or group of authors during the
2nd century BCE. Various theories have been proposed regarding the identity
or background of the author:

Priestly Author Hypothesis: Some scholars suggest that a member of the
Jewish priestly class wrote the book, given its detailed interest in
laws, purity regulations, and temple practices.

Essene Attribution: Because copies of Jubilees were found among the Dead
Sea Scrolls, a connection to the Essenes, a Jewish sect known for strict
legal observance, has been proposed.

Anonymous Scribe Theory: Others argue that the book was produced by an
anonymous scribe or group who sought to preserve and reinterpret ancient
traditions in a legalistic and chronological framework.

Arguments Supporting a Priestly Author
The Book of Jubilees displays a strong emphasis on ritual purity, the
observance of the Sabbath, and other priestly concerns, which supports the
idea that its author may have belonged to the priestly caste or was
influenced by priestly ideology. The text’s focus on halakhic matters aligns
with the interests of temple priests and their role in maintaining religious
law.

Connection to the Essenes
The discovery of Jubilees manuscripts at Qumran alongside other Essene
writings has led some to associate the book with this sect. The Essenes were
known for their strict observance of the law, and Jubilees’ legalistic tone
fits well within this context. However, this connection remains speculative,
as no definitive evidence explicitly links the text to the Essenes.

Language and Composition Analysis
The Book of Jubilees was originally written in Hebrew, although the full
Hebrew text was lost until fragments were found among the Dead Sea Scrolls.
The surviving versions are primarily in Ge'ez (Ethiopic), Greek, and Aramaic.
Linguistic analysis plays a crucial role in understanding who wrote the book
and the context in which it was composed.



Scholars note that the language and style of Jubilees reflect a sophisticated
literary composition that integrates biblical narrative with legal and
calendrical material. The text’s reliance on earlier biblical sources,
particularly Genesis and Exodus, indicates that the author was well-versed in
religious tradition and scripture.

Composition Techniques
The author of Jubilees employed a method known as “rewriting” or
“paraphrasing” biblical texts, expanding upon them with additional
explanations and chronology. This technique reflects an intention to clarify
and systematize the biblical narrative according to a theological and legal
framework.

Chronological Framework
The use of jubilees as a chronological system is distinctive, dividing
history into cycles of 49 years. This unique approach suggests that the
author had a particular interest in sacred time and history, which may
indicate a theological agenda tied to calendar reform or sectarian identity.

Theological and Literary Characteristics
The Book of Jubilees reveals specific theological viewpoints that help
identify the background and intentions of its author. It emphasizes divine
providence, the importance of law observance, and a dualistic worldview that
contrasts light and darkness or good and evil.

The text’s presentation of biblical figures and events often diverges from
the canonical versions, reflecting particular interpretations that support
the religious perspective of its community. For example, Jubilees highlights
the role of angels and heavenly tablets, indicating a cosmology influenced by
apocalyptic and mystical traditions.

The Role of Angels
Angels play a significant role in the Book of Jubilees, acting as mediators
of divine revelation and enforcers of the law. This emphasis on angelology
distinguishes the text from the canonical Torah and reflects theological
currents present in certain Jewish circles during the Second Temple period.

Law and Covenant
The author stresses the eternal nature of the covenant between God and



Israel, portraying the law as divinely ordained from the creation of the
world. This perspective underscores the text’s function as a legal and
religious guide for its community.

Manuscripts and Textual Transmission
The textual history of the Book of Jubilees is complex, involving multiple
languages and manuscript traditions. The most important discoveries include
fragments found among the Dead Sea Scrolls in Hebrew, which date to the 2nd
century BCE, confirming the antiquity of the text.

Other significant versions exist in Ge'ez, preserved in the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church, and in Greek, which was likely translated from Hebrew or
Aramaic originals. These manuscripts illustrate the wide geographical and
cultural reach of the text.

Dead Sea Scrolls Hebrew fragments

Ge'ez (Ethiopic) complete manuscripts

Greek translations

Aramaic fragments

The transmission history highlights the importance of the Book of Jubilees in
various Jewish and Christian traditions, even though it was never canonized
in mainstream Judaism or most Christian denominations.

Significance and Influence of the Book of
Jubilees
Understanding who wrote the Book of Jubilees also involves recognizing its
influence on later religious thought and literature. The text impacted Jewish
sects during the Second Temple period and informed early Christian and
Ethiopian traditions.

Its legalistic style and unique chronology influenced how certain communities
understood biblical history and law. Moreover, the Book of Jubilees provides
valuable insight into the diversity of Jewish beliefs before the rise of
Rabbinic Judaism and Christianity.



Impact on Jewish Sects
Jubilees reinforced particular legal observances and calendrical systems that
differentiated certain Jewish groups, contributing to sectarian identities
such as those of the Essenes and other communities committed to strict law
observance.

Legacy in Christian and Ethiopian Traditions
While not included in the canonical Bible of most Christian denominations,
Jubilees was preserved in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, where it holds a
respected place in the broader scriptural tradition. This preservation
underscores the lasting legacy of the text and its mysterious author.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who wrote the Book of Jubilees?
The Book of Jubilees is an ancient Jewish religious text traditionally
attributed to an anonymous Jewish author or group of authors from the Second
Temple period.

When was the Book of Jubilees written?
The Book of Jubilees was likely written in the 2nd century BCE, during the
Second Temple period.

Is the author of the Book of Jubilees known by name?
No, the author of the Book of Jubilees remains unknown and is considered
anonymous.

What language was the Book of Jubilees originally
written in?
The Book of Jubilees was originally written in Hebrew.

Why is the Book of Jubilees significant in religious
studies?
The Book of Jubilees provides a retelling of biblical history with additional
details and interpretations, offering insights into Jewish beliefs and
traditions during the Second Temple period.



Is the Book of Jubilees considered canonical
scripture?
The Book of Jubilees is considered canonical only in the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church but is regarded as apocryphal or pseudepigraphal in most other Jewish
and Christian traditions.

How was the Book of Jubilees discovered?
The Book of Jubilees was discovered among the Dead Sea Scrolls in the
mid-20th century, which helped scholars better understand its origins and
content.

Additional Resources
1. The Origins and Authorship of the Book of Jubilees
This scholarly book delves into the historical and theological context of the
Book of Jubilees, exploring who might have written this ancient text. It
examines linguistic style, thematic elements, and historical references to
provide insights into its authorship. The book also compares Jubilees with
other contemporary Jewish writings to better understand its place in
religious literature.

2. Unveiling the Scribe: Investigating the Author of the Book of Jubilees
Focusing on the question of authorship, this book analyzes the possible
identities and backgrounds of the scribe or group responsible for composing
the Book of Jubilees. It explores theories ranging from a single author to a
community of scribes, considering cultural and religious influences from the
Second Temple period. The author uses textual criticism and historical
context to support various hypotheses.

3. The Book of Jubilees: Text, Composition, and Authorship
This comprehensive volume offers a detailed study of the text of Jubilees,
its literary composition, and the question of who wrote it. It investigates
the structure and style of the book, shedding light on the author’s possible
intentions and theological viewpoints. The work also discusses how the book
fits within the broader framework of Jewish apocalyptic literature.

4. Ancient Voices: The Writers Behind the Book of Jubilees
Exploring the cultural and religious milieu of the time, this book considers
the potential authors behind the Book of Jubilees. It discusses the socio-
political environment that may have influenced the writing and how these
factors reflect in the text. The author draws on archaeological findings and
comparative literature to hypothesize about the book’s originators.

5. Authorship and Authority in the Book of Jubilees
This book examines the interplay between the author’s identity and the
authoritative status of the Book of Jubilees within Jewish tradition. It
investigates how the text’s claimed origins and authorship affect its



reception and use in religious communities. The study highlights the role of
pseudepigraphy and the significance of attributed authorship in ancient
texts.

6. The Book of Jubilees and Its Anonymous Author
Focusing on the anonymity of the Book of Jubilees’ author, this book explores
why the writer might have chosen to remain unnamed. It discusses common
practices of anonymous writing in ancient Jewish literature and what this
means for interpreting the text. The author also considers the implications
of anonymity on the book’s authority and authenticity.

7. From Tradition to Text: Who Wrote the Book of Jubilees?
This work traces the transmission of traditions that culminated in the
writing of the Book of Jubilees, analyzing how oral and written sources
influenced its composition. It seeks to identify the possible author or group
behind the text by examining these traditions and their transformation into
scripture. The book offers a thoughtful discussion on the blending of history
and theology in the book’s creation.

8. Jubilees and Jewish Sectarianism: Authorship Perspectives
This book investigates the relationship between the Book of Jubilees and
various Jewish sects, exploring how sectarian beliefs might inform theories
about the author’s identity. It considers the Essenes and other groups that
may have produced or preserved the text. The study evaluates sectarian
language and themes to understand the book’s authorship context.

9. Decoding the Author of the Book of Jubilees through Textual Analysis
Employing advanced textual analysis techniques, this book attempts to uncover
clues about the author of the Book of Jubilees. It examines vocabulary,
syntax, and thematic patterns within the text to hypothesize about the
writer’s background and intentions. The author combines linguistic data with
historical research to build a profile of the possible author.
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